u uy uic uovernment. it was desirable, moreover, that tl
official witness who was being sent by the Government of India should I
afforded an opportunity of being heard. General Smuts seemed to hope th;
these arguments would induce Sir William Solomon to continue to serve. E
was evidently apprehensive lest Mr, Gandhi should be enabled to enhant
his prestige by the personal triumph of breaking up a Government Commissic
of whose constitution he happened to disapprove.
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APPENDIX XIX

STATEMENT ISSUED BY G. K. GOKHALE

[December 31, 1913

In view of the anxiety prevailing in the country as to the position o
matters in South Africa and the inquiries that are being addressed to mi
on the subject, I think it necessary to publish the following statement:

On 18th December,   I received at Calcutta a cablegram from th<
Natal  Indian Association stating that there was a strong feeling among
Indians in South Africa not to accept the Commission of inquiry appointed on
account of two members out of three being known to be hostile to the
community and asking for my advice as to what should be done. Mr. Gandhi
and other passive resistance leaders were then in jail and there was at that
time no indication of the lines on which the Commission proposed to work.
It was impossible for me in the circumstances" to offer any definite advice
and after hurriedly consulting two distinguished friends in Calcutta, who were
within easy reach, I cabled back to say that the course to be adopted should
depend on the strength of feeling of the community and the advice of friendly
Europeans in South Africa; and I asked the Association to weigh carefully
which course would do greater harm to the cause, viz., abstention from offering
evidence or participation in the proceedings  under protest,  adding that I
would cable again from Bombay after consulting Sir Pherozeshah Mehta* I
left Calcutta that same day and arrived in Bombay on the 20th, when I read
in the papers a summary of Sir William Solomon's opening statement, as also
news about the release of Mr- Gandhi and other passive resistance leaders.
As Reuter had stated that the released leaders had proceeded to Pretoria
to see the Ministers, I naturally concluded that the Union Government was
desirous of arriving at some understanding with the community and that
Mr. Gandhi's reported visit to Pretoria was in connection with some negotia-
tions that had already been started. I immediately put myself into telegraphic